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1. PURPOSE

The O fice of Public and Indian Housing (PIH) is partnering with
the U.S. Departnent of Energy’'s (DOE) O fice of Building

Technol ogy, State, and Community Prograns (BTS) to pronote
conservation in public housing through its Rebuild Anerica
program Rebuild Anmerica facilitates community-based partnerships
that result in energy conservation projects. PIH has al so
contracted with the National Center of Appropriate Technol ogy
(NCAT) to mamintain an energy conservation clearinghouse. The

cl eari nghouse will provide technical resources, web site and chat
room phone-based technical support, and a quarterly newsletter.
Ot her federal resources that provide resources useful to housing
agencies considering retrofits are U.S. Environnental Protection
Agency’ s Energy Star program and HUD s Partnership for Advancing
Technol ogy in Housing (PATH). This Notice provides sunmaries of
t hese new services for use by Public Housing Agencies (PHAs) in
pl anning their conservation efforts.

2. BACKGROUND

Utility costs in public housing are approximately $1.4 billion
annually with PHA-paid utilities conprising about one-quarter of a
housi ng agency’s operating costs. HUD has devel oped four
strategies to reduce energy and water costs: Provide training,
education, and outreach; Inprove regul ations and policies; Measure
programresults; and Coordinate with and | everage federal, state,
and industry prograns. The Departnent’s cooperation with Rebuild
America, its new conservation cl earinghouse, and the availability
of other federal resources work to inplenent these strategies.



3. DOE’s REBUILD AMERICA

The U.S. Departnent of Energy's Rebuild America programis a
voluntary network that hel ps community partnershi ps nmake
profitable investnents in existing buildings through energy-
efficient technol ogies. Conprised of |ocal government, property
owners, residents, energy service and equi pnent providers, and

| enders, partnerships work to enhance community devel opnent,
econom c revitalization, job growth, and environmental protection.

A partnership approach brings together a wi de range of community
organi zati ons who pool their influence, resources, and ideas to
devel op practical plans to inprove the energy efficiency of the

| ocal building stock — including PHA facilities. The Rebuild
America program can help a PHA to forma new | ocal partnership or
i dentify an existing partnership in its locality.

The first step in accessing the Rebuild America programis to
contact a program services representative, either through its
cl eari nghouse at 1-800-DOE- EREC or through the web site at
http://ww. rebuild. org.

What Rebuild America can do for PHAS

Once a partnership is formed, the Rebuild America program hel ps
its partnerships to succeed by providing a wi de range of technical
and busi ness assistance. Mre than 30 PHAs have already forned
Rebui |l d America partnerships to | ower their energy and water
costs. A nmenber of a Rebuild Anerica partnership has access to
techni cal assistance, peer experiences, regional and national
foruns, and workshops on specific conservation issues. In

addi tion, Rebuild Anerica provides referrals to state and | ocal
resources to aid PHAs in planning, financing, and inplenenting
energy and water conservation neasures. Financial and technical
tools, such as manual s, gui debooks, and software, are al so
avai |l abl e. Through Rebuild America's Peer Exchange Network and
Busi ness Partners program PHAs can connect to other PHAs and
organi zations that have faced simlar energy conservation issues.

Rebui |l d America partnerships can al so hel p PHAs aggregate their
pur chasi ng power for energy and water in order to receive | ower
utility rates, better understand deregul ati on and perfornmance
contracting issues, and explore |ower-cost per unit bulk purchases
of energy-efficient products.



In addition to supporting specific partnerships, Rebuild Anmerica
hol ds special events throughout the year. Rebuild Anmerica events
are designed to share information on success and | essons | earned
and to support successful partnerships. Typical events include
conferences, peer exchange wor kshops, and partnering events.

4. CONSERVATION CLEARINGHOUSE

Through its cooperative agreenment with NCAT, a non-profit
corporation that addresses the energy needs of | owincone
househol ds, HUD has started an information cl earinghouse
specifically targeted to PHAs for planning and inplenenting energy
and wat er conservation nmeasures. Tools avail able through the

cl eari nghouse will include web based technical resources,

techni cal assistance, and a quarterly newsletter.

Web-based Information Tools

The energy cl earinghouse will provide a wi de range of energy and
wat er managenent information and will enphasize |inks to HUD
Rebui l d America, Energy Star, and other conservation rel ated
sites. Content avail able through the web site will include:

Chat roons for open discussion of issues, information, and
sharing of solutions

Energy and water efficiency technol ogy basics

Uility managenment basics, including discussion of baselining
energy use and costs tracking

Electric utility restructuring for PHAs, including tinelines,
i npacts, and potential benefits

HUD I ncentive Information, such as frozen base and additi onal
subsi dy incentives

Frequently asked questions

The energy cl earinghouse web site can be accessed at
http://ww. phaener gy. org.



Technical Assistance

The energy cl earinghouse will provide person-to-person technica
assi stance provided via an Internet chat room e-mil, and
tel ephone. This service will help public housing agencies to

eval uate and think through opportunities for utility savings in
their building stock, provide a forum for peer exchange, and make
avai | abl e any necessary technical materials. The toll free nunber
for the energy clearinghouse is 1-866-275-6228 (Toll Free).

Quarterly Newsletter

The cl eari nghouse will provide a quarterly conservation newsletter
that will educate and inform PHAs on opportunities to reduce
utility costs. Events and news such as industry conferences,
events, and new federal or state conservation prograns will also
be highlighted. The newsletter will be mailed to executive

directors and nade avail able for downl oad through the
cl eari nghouse web site.

5. OTHER RESOURCES

Two ot her federal programs that have technical resources that can
assi st public housing agencies pronote conservation are the U S.
Envi ronment al Protection Agency’s Energy Star program and HUD s
PATH pr ogram

ENERGY STAR

ENERGY STAR i s a joint programof the U S. Environnmental Protection
Agency and the U.S. Departnent of Energy that pronotes energy
efficiency through voluntary energy standards. Products and
bui | ding systens that nmeet prescribed efficiency |levels can carry
t he ENERGY STAR brand. The programtargets residential and
conmmerci al buil dings, equiprment, and appliances and provides
resources and tools for planning, analyzing, and inplenenting
energy efficiency inprovenment neasures. Products with an ENERGY STAR
| abel are significantly nmore energy efficient than the m ni mum
government standards and can be found in nmany categories such as
appl i ances, heating and cooling equipnment, insulation, and

wi ndows. The ENERGY STAR hotline nunber is 1-888-STAR-YES and its
web site is http://ww. epa. gov/ energystar.



In addition to information that can be accessed through ENERGY
STAR s hotline or web entrance, sone of the specific tools
avai | abl e i ncl ude:

Bui | di ng Products and Equi pnent. ENERGY STAR has fact sheets
and ot her technical information that can assist PHAs to

i nclude efficient appliances, equipnment, and construction
techni ques in upcomng retrofits. To find this informtion,
go to the web at

http://yosem te. epa. gov/ appd/ eshones/ eshawar e. nsf/ webpages/ En
ergyStarlibrary. ht m

Products and Procurenment. ENERGY STAR al so provides tools such
as on-line life cycle cost cal culators, sanple procurenment

| anguage, and details for energy-efficient products. This

i nformati on can be accessed at
http://ww. epa. gov/ appdst ar/ pur chasi ng/

PATH

The Partnership for Advanci ng Technol ogy in Housing is an
initiative that seeks to accelerate the creation and w despread
use of advanced technologies in order to inprove the quality,
durability, environnental performance, energy efficiency, and
affordability of housing. Through PATH, public housi ng agencies
gain access to informati on on advanced buil di ng technol ogi es,

gui debooks, and case studies. PHAs can al so be a denonstration
site for PATH technol ogi es. PATH has an information center at
800- 245-2691 and can be accessed online at
http://ww. pat hnet.org. An additional “Tool Base” technical
hotline at 1-800-898-2842 can be used to ask construction-rel ated
questi ons.

6. CONTACTS

Questions relating to this Notice nay be directed to Soni a Burgos,
Director, U S. Departnent of Housing and Urban Devel opnent,
Community Safety and Conservation Division at 202-708-1197.

To contact Rebuild Anerica, call 1-800-DCE-EREC or use their web
site at http://ww.rebuild.org

To contact HUD s conservation cl earinghouse, call 1-866-275-6228
(Toll Free) or use the web site at http://ww. phaenergy.org



To contact Energy Star, call 1-800-STAR-YES or use the web site at
http://ww. epa. gov/ ener gyst ar.

| X. To contact HUD s Partnership for Advanci ng Technol ogy in
Housi ng, call 1-800-245-2691 or use the web site at
http://ww. pat hnet.org. The Tool Base hotline is 1-800-898-

2842.

/sl
Harol d Lucas, Assistant Secretary
for Public and I ndi an Housi ng



