Responses to Questions on the Healthy Homes Demonstration Program NOFA
*Note: The following questions were submitted in response to the HUD Satellite Video 2004 NOFA presentation on June 15, 2004
Information of General Interest:  MS Word versions of tables for rating factors 1-4 are available on the Office of Healthy Home’s web site (http://www.hud.gov/offices/lead/).  See the reference to “Rating Factor Tables” under the second bullet under the “Highlights” section at the top of the page.  Please note that the use of the table for Rating Factor 3 is not required.  The rating factor tables should be placed in Appendix 1 of the Healthy Homes Demonstration grant application.  This Appendix is for required materials; therefore, these worksheets will not be counted against you relative to page limitations.  
Healthy Homes Demonstration applicants can receive 2 bonus points for carrying out activities in a Renewal Community, Enterprise Community or Empowerment Zone.  Applicants must specify the area for project activities in Rating Factor 2 and complete HUD Form 2990.  The requirement to complete Form 2990 was inadvertently left out of the Health Homes Demonstration NOFA published on May 14, 2004.

1) QUESTION: Can you please provide more detail on what HUD is looking for regarding how HIPAA applies to recruiting study participants?

RESPONSE: The Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act of 1996 (HIPAA) requires that organizations covered under the regulations (e.g., health care providers, health plans) comply with the regulations regarding the use of “generally individually identifiable health information.”  Individuals may allow the use of this information (which is broadly defined) by signing an authorization form.  This could affect a Healthy Homes grantee if, for example, the grantee was teamed with a health clinic to recruit families of asthmatic children for subsequent home assessment and possible intervention work.  In your NOFA application, HUD is asking you discuss the possible impact of HIPAA on your project (assuming that your project would be covered by these HIPAA regulation). You should discuss any constraints on sharing information that you may face and how you will deal with their impacts on recruitment in this answer. 

2) QUESTION: Can you please review how Section 3 applies to hiring staff and contractors?  The link on the HUD website about FAQs relating to Section 3 does not work.

RESPONSE: Sorry about the inconvenience. Information on Section 3 implementation can be found on HUD’s Office of Fair Housing and Equal Opportunity’s web site at: http://www.hud.gov/offices/fheo/section3/section3.cfm
3) QUESTION: Is IRB approval necessary prior to July 13th deadline, or can it be in process?

RESPONSE: IRB approval is not necessary before the application deadline. It is required before you would actually engage in activities (assuming that you receive an award) that require IRB approval.



4) QUESTION: Can you provide some example benchmarks for the Healthy Homes Demonstration Project? Would it be things like by x month x number of homes will be assessed for environmental health hazards?

RESPONSE: Yes, that is an appropriate example.  Benchmarks are measurable “outputs” from your projects (e.g., families recruited, interventions completed) that can be used to track your progress in implementing your work plan.  

5) QUESTION: Although we have created our own protocols based on best practice (American Industrial Hygiene Association) the Healthy Homes Demonstration NOFA indicates that HUD protocols must be used.  A website is listed within the NOFA, but assessment protocols are not listed there.  Could you please clarify:

1.  Where can protocols be obtained and in what instance can they be modified? 
2.  For which allergens and how are the OHHLHC QC samples are prepared?

RESPONSE: The dust sampling protocol has been posted on the home page of the Office of Healthy Home’s web site (http://www.hud.gov/offices/lead/) (see the link: “Allergen dust sampling protocol” under the Highlights section). The protocol provides a flexible framework for a grantee to use in devising a more specific protocol that is most appropriate for its project.  We will attempt to procure and distribute QC dust for 2004 grantees, but at this point we are not sure what dust will be obtained for this purpose.  We will attempt to supply dust with reasonable concentrations of the major residential allergens (e.g., dust mite, German cockroach, cat).  
6) QUESTION: Concerning the forms in support of rating factors 1-3 (Capacity & Organizational Experience, Need/Extent of Problem, and Soundness of Approach forms):

a. Are these available in larger scale version in MS Word or Adobe pdf rather than the federal register version?

b. Should these be placed in an appendix (which one) and do they count towards the page limit?

RESPONSE: MS Word versions of tables for rating factors 1-4 are available on the Office of Healthy Home’s web site (http://www.hud.gov/offices/lead/).  See the reference to “Rating Factor Tables” under the second bullet under the “Highlights” section at the top of the page.  Please note that the use of the table for rating factor 3 is not required.  The rating factor tables should be placed in Appendix 1 of the grant application.  This Appendix is for required materials; therefore, these worksheets will not be counted against you relative to page limitations.

7) QUESTION: In reference to collecting settled dust from participants' homes for environmental allergen analysis list as in Part III Eligibility Requirements, Section C, 3. Program Requirements, Letter h:  

What specifically is the title of the HUD dust sampling protocol document referred to that "will be posted" on the hhiresources web page

(<http://www.hud.gov/offices/lead/hhi/hhiresources.cfm>)?  Has this already been posted?

RESPONSE: This document is titled “VACUUM DUST SAMPLE COLLECTION PROTOCOL FOR ALLERGENS”.  Please see the response to Question 6.

8) QUESTION: For Demonstration grant, are points awarded for completing the Certification of Consistency with the RC/EZ/EC form, or must applicants only describe how the project supports these areas to receive points?
RESPONSE: The Healthy Homes Demonstration Grant offers 2 bonus points for carrying out activities in a Renewal Community, Enterprise Community or Empowerment Zone.  You will need to specify the area for project activities in Rating Factor 2 and to complete Form 2990.  The requirement to complete Form 2990 was inadvertently left out of the Health Homes Demonstration NOFA published on May 14, 2004.

9) QUESTION: For the HH Demonstration projects, can you explain the relationship between agency indirect costs (such as

for state government)and the administrative cost cap of 10% in the grant application?  Our indirect is more than 10%.

RESPONSE:  Administrative costs are not indirect costs and do not represent a budget line item.  Rather, administrative costs are costs that are not associated with direct performance of the Healthy Homes Program.  Administrative costs include costs related to overall grant management, coordination and monitoring such as developing sub-contractual agreements, preparing grant amendment requests and other reports for submission to HUD, and monitoring of subrecipients.  These costs do not need to be reported directly to HUD, but must not exceed 10% of the total amount funded to the grantee.  For more information on Administrative costs, see Appendix F of the Healthy Homes Demonstration Program NOFA on page 27316 of the Federal Register publication from May 14, 2004.
10) QUESTION: In the appendix of HH demonstration grant NOFA, there are several charts asking for data associated with each factor.  Are these charts available in Excel or type-in PDF format?   

RESPONSE: Please see the response to question 7.
